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Top five reason church dropouts say they stopped attending church

23-30 ZFIEZ MBS KEREA

Among young adults (ages 23-30) who attended a Protestant church regularly
for at least a year in high school:

| moved to college and stopped attending church. _ 34% _t T k$

Church members seemed judgmental _ :
or hypocritical. 32% &R/ ED
| didn't feel connected to people in my church. _ 29% &ﬁ ﬂa Ef A * ll}

| disagreed with the church'’s stance _ 25% ABEHLSHE

on political/social issues.
My work responsibilities prevented me — 24% i
from attending.

Notes: Respondents were asked to select all that apply.




‘ Top 10 reasons church dropouts
SBEIBS £225 ZIH  jndicate they stopped attending church

FIEERISMAZRRE

E’J Simply wanted a break from church

] 26%

Church members seemed judgmental or
hypocritical

Moved to college and stopped attending church
Work responsibilities prevented me from

. attendin
M= E 71 4| / ’ , ’/ 7 f_/ Moved too far away from the church to continue
-yl =] / / ) attending

Became too busy, though still wanted to attend

% 5’1 A/’BZ )I-ﬁ *E 93 6% Didn't feel cannectéd to the people in my church )

Disagreed with the church's stance on 7

1 27%

125%
123%
122%
122%
] 20%

o / S Iy A=2= ¢ 1 18% Life changes/situations
== <Hry . ; rrl = ] (R ( > political/social issues i
2TS X yo== =0 X 00 I 1P . Chose to spend more time with friends outside 17% W Church/ pastor-related
- = o the church 4 Religious, ethical or
Z ) J/f) Was only going to church to please others 117 % political belisfs
T T I T I 1
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%
Q2a. Which of the following factors contributed to your decision to stop iaL]fCWT :
attending church regulary between the ages of 18 and 227 RESEARCH® 10

Base: 53 = “Yes" (n=615)
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Current church attendance among those
who dropped out between ages 18-22
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Our Exile Status
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*From David Kinsman & Mark Matlock, Faith for Exiles
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